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B
y H

ank M
agnuski

O
n June 3rd, 2006, the Trail

C
enter celebrated N

ational Trails D
ay

by w
orking on the last three problem

sections of our B
utano project. Thanks

to the hard w
ork of the 27 volunteers

that participated in the trailbuild, w
e

w
ere able to com

plete these segm
ents

and declare the new
 trail “open for

business” at the end of the day.
N

ational Trails D
ay is sponsored

by the A
m

erican H
iking Society and

approxim
ately 1100 events w

ere
registered around the country for this
first Saturday in June.

W
e had three m

ain objectives for
the day: bypassing a large blow

dow
n

on the upper section of the trail,
creating new

 tread through the R
ed-

w
ood Flat, and m

aking a connecting
sw

itchback so the low
er access trail

could join the m
ainline tread going to

the C
andelabra Tree.

C
rew

 leaders H
ank M

agnuski and
Justin K

now
les w

ent to the top of the
hill and w

orked on the bypass and the
R

edw
ood Flat. Further dow

n Tim
O

ren, Pat O
ren, Scott H

eeschen and
Frank R

ow
land tackled design and

grading of the new
 sw

itchback that
connects the low

er and upper sections.
In addition to these tasks, a lot of

brushing, clearing and poison-oak

T
h

e T
rail C

o
m

p
an

io
n

S
u

m
m

er 2006

C
andelabra R

edw
ood Trail O

pens!

rem
oval w

as needed to open up
overgrow

n patches of the trail. D
ave

C
roker and his assistants handled m

ost
of these overgrow

n spots, m
aking the

passage easy for hikers. W
e also thank

R
anger M

ichael G
rant for bringing out

his chain saw
 and rem

oving a dow
ned

tree that w
as blocking the m

ain tread.
 B

y 3 pm
 all the critical tasks w

ere
com

plete and w
e gathered for a

ribbon-cutting cerem
ony that m

arked
the com

pletion of tw
o years of w

ork at
B

utano.
The day ended w

ith a B
B

Q
prepared by Larry Stites (w

ith the
assistance of C

indy Jose) and the
aw

arding of "trailhead prizes" provided

Trail C
enter Volunteers celebrate the opening of the C

andelabra Redw
ood Trail at Butano State

Park.  Photo by H
ank M

agnuski.

by the m
any sponsors of N

ational
Trails D

ay 2006.
N

one of this w
ould have been

possible, of course, w
ithout the m

any
volunteers that have helped at B

utano
for the builds done since 2004. The
Trail C

enter appreciates the tim
e,

energy and skills given to opening up
this new

 resource.
This is a quiet, w

ooded, beautiful
1.5 m

ile trail w
ith a fantastic old-

grow
th R

edw
ood as its centerpiece.

A
ll Trail C

enter m
em

bers are invited to
enjoy this m

ajor addition to B
utano

State Park.
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M
essage from

 the
President

H
ello Trail C

enter M
em

bers, Volunteers, and Supporters!

This m
arks our first Trail C

om
panion of the year.  A

s you w
ill see, the Trail

C
enter has been very busy over the last 10 m

onths, w
ith projects in a num

ber of
different C

alifornia State and San M
ateo and Santa C

lara C
ounty Parks.  W

e
are especially proud of the com

pletion of the R
edw

ood Flats/C
andelabra Trail in

B
utano State Park, w

hich our volunteers laid out and com
pleted.  In doing so, w

e
discovered the C

andelabra R
edw

ood, a m
ost unusual tree w

ith five m
ajor

vertical 2 foot diam
eter trunks com

ing out of a huge base.  This new
 trail pro-

vides you w
ith another cool sum

m
er tim

e hiking option.  C
heck it out!

I apologize for the long delay in publishing the Trail C
om

panion.  O
ur prim

ary
focus on trail projects, our continued operation w

ith no paid staff, and a shortage
of volunteers to w

ork on office type tasks has hindered our ability to get out the
new

sletter as frequently as w
e w

ould like.
M

ore volunteer support in this realm
 w

ould be m
ost w

elcom
e.  H

ow
ever, w

e
continue to field enthusiastic w

ork team
s and to receive grateful thanks from

 our
financially strapped parks, so our expertise is needed m

ore than ever.
A

s a visit to our w
eb site, w

w
w

.trailcenter.org show
s, w

e have projects
planned through the end of the year, and it is our hope that you w

ill be joining us
on one or m

ore of them
.  If you cannot m

ake it to a build, you can consider
helping in other w

ays, as there are m
any other tasks w

hich do not involve direct
trail building.

Just describe you interests and talents to our Volunteer C
oordinator, at

volunteer@
trailcenter.org.  O

f course, you financial support is alw
ays appreci-

ated as w
ell.

Sincerely,
D

avid Taylor
President, Trail C

enter

Bill Bjorge dw
arfed by the C

andelabra
Redw

ood. Photo by Francesca Bjorge.

View
 of the the top branches of the C

andelabra Redw
ood, from

 the top of
the m

ain trunk.  Photo by Francesca Bjorge, intrepid tree clim
ber.
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The brave m
em

bers of the Poison O
ak

Team
 (July 15, 2005).  Photo by Ed C

asper.
In M

em
ory of R

obert B
row

n
The Trail C

enter B
oard of D

irectors w
as very saddened to hear about

B
ob B

row
n's passing last year.  M

y contact w
ith him

 w
as lim

ited to interactions
associated w

ith Peninsula C
onservation C

enter, but w
ithin that environm

ent he
seem

ed like the w
ise father and w

as very concerned about the organizations
that w

ork w
ithin the PC

C
. I usually saw

 B
ob at the H

ousing C
ouncil m

eetings
w

here w
e w

ould m
ake decisions about how

 to run the building (his generosity
w

as a large factor in the purchase of the building), and I rem
em

ber after one of
those m

eetings that he asked m
e to stick around afterw

ards. This w
as right

after w
e had sent out a plea for help and w

ere talking of closing shop. B
ob

w
ondered how

 he could help out and apologized for not being able to do
trailw

ork (he w
as in his 70’s, for goodness’ sake). A

fter thanking him
 for his

generous contributions through the years, I told B
ob that w

e had several people
w

ho had expressed interest in joining our B
oard since our plea for help had

gone out. H
e seem

ed very relieved as w
e continued talking. I alw

ays appreciated
that conversation and the concern he show

ed.
- Scott H

eeschen, on behalf of the entire Trail C
enter organization

Volunteers Julia and Francesca m
ake trail build lunch breaks a

fam
ily affair.  Photo by Ed C

asper.
Volunteers at the Septem

ber 10, 2005 build apply bug repellent in
preparation for a productive w

ork day.  Photo by Ed C
asper.

Look out poison oak - here com
es D

ave
C

roker! Photo by Ed C
asper.

Volunteers at the M
ay 13, 2006 build listen carefully to the safety talk

given by C
rew

 Leader D
ave C

roker.  Photo by Ed C
asper.
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C
rystal Springs Trail,

San M
ateo C

ounty

B
y D

avid Taylor

O
n D

ecem
ber 3, 2005 and January

21, 2006 the Trail C
enter perform

ed
m

uch needed erosion repairs on a
stretch of the C

rystal Springs Trail, a
trail that parallels C

anada R
oad

betw
een Edgew

ood R
oad and H

igh-
w

ay 92 and overlooks C
rystal Springs

R
eservoir.  W

inter rains had deeply
rutted the trail and m

ade it unusable.
This trail is a special favorite of the
“Team

 in Training” organization, as it
provides an opportunity for a long
w

eekend run, and indeed, the January
build found a steady stream

 of runners
using the m

ore dangerous (and less
scenic) road because of the poor
condition of the trail.  W

hen the effort
w

as com
pleted the trail w

as pro-
nounced “Vastly im

proved and safe
and usable” by our resident Team

 in
Training C

aptain, D
ave K

ison.

D
ean Trail in H

uddart
Park, San M

ateo C
ounty

B
y D

avid Taylor

O
n O

ctober 15, 2006 the Trail
C

enter joined up w
ith the Friends of

H
uddart Part and H

ands on B
ay A

rea
volunteers to perform

 som
e m

ainte-
nance on a stretch of the D

ean Trail
just above the M

adrone Picnic area.
The project included the construction
of a French D

rain on particularly
difficult section w

here the trail inter-
sected a fire road.  Follow

ing com
ple-

tion of the trail w
ork, Trail C

enter
volunteers assisted in the planting of a
large num

ber of trees and bushes in
the A

ID
S grove, a challenging task due

to the relatively hard soil found in that
part of the park.

B
y D

avid C
roker

This year the Trail C
enter decided

to return to Santa Teresa C
ounty Park

and the Stiles R
anch Trail.  W

e built
this trail over the course of a couple
years back in the early nineties, and
dedicated it in 1991.

The trail is very popular w
ith south

county hikers, equestrians, m
ountain

bikers, and just people out for an
afternoon stroll.  O

ver the years, the
trail has been severely dam

aged due to
heavy use by equestrians and bikers,
especially in the w

inter.
Santa C

lara C
ounty Parks D

epart-
m

ent has finally decided to close the
trail to everyone but hikers during the
w

et w
inter m

onths, so there’s hope
that the trail w

ill survive for m
any

m
ore years.

In February, w
e had a chance to

start fixing up the w
orst section of the

trail:  the sw
itchbacks just above the

parking lot on the w
est side of the park

off of Fortini R
oad.  W

ith a good crew
of alm

ost 30 people, w
e w

ere able to
get the m

ajority of w
ork done on the

sw
itchback hill.

W
e installed several new

 drainage
structures and im

proved several old
ones to help keep w

ater from
 cutting

out any m
ore of the trail.  W

e also
knocked dow

n the outside berm
 to

elim
inate the severe trenching.
Perhaps the greatest accom

plish-
m

ent w
as rebuilding a sw

itchback that
had turned into a steep rocky section.
Four people, including volunteer
coordinator Larry Stites and long-tim

e
regular D

ave K
ison tackled the

sw
itchback heroically, and w

hen they
w

ere done, you couldn’t tell that it w
as

the sam
e place!

W
ith all the heavy rains that w

e
got in M

arch this year, w
e w

ere able

to see first hand how
 our drainage

structures w
orked w

hen w
e returned

for Earth D
ay in A

pril.  O
n a beautiful

cool day, over 40 volunteers show
ed

up to continue to repair other sections
of the trail.  Fortunately for us, the
drainage w

orked very nicely, and
everything w

e had done in February
had held strong.

W
ith such an eager crow

d gath-
ered, w

e headed off for the m
ore

easterly part of the trail and had folks
w

orking on m
any different sections

during the day. B
ecause w

e had a
great turnout of crew

 leaders, w
e

w
ere able to assign each crew

 a
particular section, so they w

ere able to
concentrate on just one area.

M
ost of the w

ork w
as the sam

e:
repair eroded tread and install new
drainage structures to help keep the
trail together in the future.  Som

e
particularly onerous sections had
crew

s chipping at rock for the better
part of the day, and Frank R

ow
and led

a crew
 that built a m

uch-needed
French drain that looked great!

A
t the end of the day, Larry Stites

greeted the volunteers w
ith a great

spread of food including sandw
iches

and w
raps and all the fixin’s.  H

ead
ranger G

reg B
ringleson gave a short

speech to recognize the efforts of the
volunteers and handed out t-shirts.
Everyone stayed to enjoy the food and
socialize.

The efforts of several people w
ere

necessary to accom
plish these tw

o
w

orkdays successfully, but too m
any

nam
es to m

ention.  C
rew

 leaders:
great job!  A

nd also a special hoorah to
B

ob K
elly, w

ho m
anaged the original

Stiles R
anch Trail project for the Trail

C
enter.  H

e drove all the w
ay from

G
rass Valley to attend the Earth D

ay
project!

M
ore T

ra
il B

u
ild

in
g
 N

ew
s

B
ecom

e a M
em

ber &
 Support

Trails in the SF B
ay A

rea
N

am
e: _____________________________

A
ddress: ___________________________

  _____________________________
  _____________________________

Phone: ____________________________
em

ail: _____________________________

H
ere is m

y annual m
em

bership fee:(circle one)
   $25     $50     $75     $100     $250     $1000

M
em

bership and contributions to The Trail
C

enter, a 501(c)(3) organization, are tax-
deductible.  Em

ployers w
ill often m

atch
donations.  D

oes yours? Please ask.

M
ake checks payable to: The Trail C

enter

I w
ould like to volunteer:

__ Trail B
uilding &

 M
aintenance

__ C
rew

 Leader
__ M

ap M
aking

__ Publicity
__ Projects C

om
m

ittee
__ W

eb
__ Fundraising

__ N
ew

sletter (Photos, W
riting, Editing)

__ O
rganize a group of volunteers

__ O
ther

I w
ould like em

ail notification of Trail C
enter

events:    Yes       N
o

Please return to:The Trail C
enter

3921 B
ayshore R

d.
Palo A

lto, C
A 94303

W
hat's H

appening
O

ff the Trail?
In addition to our efforts in building and m

aintaining B
ay

A
rea trails, the Trail C

enter has been busy w
ith other things

to support our m
ission of trail stew

ardship and volunteerism
.

If you've visited our  w
ebsite recently, you'll notice

H
ank M

agnuski's fantastic redesign.  U
sing som

e page
layout ideas provided by Valerie Taylor, H

ank gave the Trail
C

enter w
ebsite a brand new

 look for 2006, stream
lined

access to trail build inform
ation, the ability to update all build

inform
ation from

 a central database, and an R
SS feed.

 Jill M
cG

eorge, a virtual volunteer w
orking out of

W
ashington, D

.C
., is lending her talents to help the Trail

C
enter create a new

 brochure to prom
ote our activities.

The new
 brochure w

ill  be available by the end of the year.
The Trail C

enter, in conjunction w
ith W

ilderness Press,
produced a new

 edition of the Peninsula Parklands m
ap,

available at A
m

azon.com
.

W
e've accom

plished a lot since the start of the year,
and w

ould love to have your help in continuing to expand
Trail C

enter activities!  C
ontact volunteer@

trailcenter.org
for m

ore inform
ation.

Trail C
enter R

eturns to Stiles R
anch

TC
 O

utreach R
aising

Aw
areness

B
y Justin K

now
les

H
ow

 can the Trail C
enter raise its aw

areness? H
ow

can the TC
 better convert this aw

areness into regular
volunteers and m

em
bers and leverage like-m

inded Silicon
Valley com

panies and other volunteer groups?
Thanks to the efforts of m

any TC
 m

em
bers, w

e’ve
m

ade significant progress during the last six m
onths. To

raise aw
areness, the TC

 has w
orked w

ith the A
m

erican
H

iking Society, C
A

 State Park Foundation, and other groups
to get the w

ord out. You m
ay have seen TC

 events high-
lighted in B

ackpacker m
agazine or in an advertisem

ent in
the Sierra C

lub N
ew

spaper, the Lom
a  Prietan.

W
e’re also contacting new

 m
em

bers directly. W
e’ve

participated in volunteer fairs at firm
s like H

P and eB
ay and

revam
ped TC

 literature ( e.g., safety cards) to highlight
upcom

ing builds.
M

uch m
ore is planned during the next six m

onths.
Please let us know

 if you have any suggestions about
events/outreach program

s w
here the Trail C

enter can
participate and help spread the good w

ord about the TC
.
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U
pcom

ing Events
August 17-20, 2006 - Thursday through Sunday
Forestdale D

ivide, C
arson Pass- Joint Project w

ith the Pacific C
rest Trail A

ssociation

Septem
ber 16, 2006 - Saturday

Santa C
lara C

ounty Trail W
ork - Stevens C

reek Park or Sanborn Park (TBD
)

O
ctober 14, 2006 - Saturday

M
t. Sutro O

pen Space Preserve - W
est Side Trail, D

ay 1

N
ovem

ber 04, 2006 - Saturday
Santa C

lara C
ounty Trail W

ork - Stevens C
reek Park or Sanborn Park (TBD

)

For directions and further inform
ation, em

ail volunteer@
trailcenter.org or check

w
w

w
.trailcenter.org.  N

ot receiving our em
ail new

sletter, Trail C
enter N

ew
s &

 U
pcom

ing Events,
yet? You’re m

issing out on the m
ost current announcem

ents, new
s and alerts.  Em

ail
tcnew

s@
trailcenter.org to sign up today!

Trail Center
3921 E. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, C

A  94303

Forwarding Service Requested


